
Candlemas 
Sung Eucharist                         Book of Alternative Services (p. 185) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
INVOCATION 
INTROIT SENTENCE 
This is a light to reveal God to the nations and the glory of his 
people Israel. LUKE 2:32 
 
THE GRACE  (STAND) 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.		
All: From the rising of the sun to its setting your name is 

proclaimed in all the world. 
 
THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
Silence is kept. 
KYRIE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (KNEEL OR SIT) 
Please say or sing the KYRIE ELEISON after each of the three petitions.  
 Kyrie Eleison. Christe Eleison. Kyrie Eleison. (MERBECKE: CP   
 or   678/HB C177) 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
GLORIA                                                                                            (STAND) 
Celebrant: Glory be to God on high, (MERBECKE: CP 679) 
All: and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise you, 
we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to 
you for your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God the 
Father almighty. 
 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. You that takes away the sin of the 
world, receive our prayer. You that sits at the right hand of God 
the Father, have mercy upon us. 
 For you only are holy; you only are the Lord; you only, O 
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen    
 

THE COLLECT    (STAND) 
Silence is kept. 
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved 
Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our 
flesh: grant that we may be presented to you with pure and clean 
hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen 
 
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD                                                              (SIT) 
After each reading, except the psalm, the reader says “The Word of the 
Lord” and all respond: Thanks be to God.  
 
FIRST READING – 1ST READER 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight 
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as 
in the days of old and as in former years.  MALACHI 3:1-4 
 
PSALM – 1ST READER 
How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has 

a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart 
and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest 
where she may lay her young; by the side of your altars, 
O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.  

Happy are they who dwell in your house! they will always be 
praising you.  

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts 
are set on the pilgrims' way.  

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of 
springs, for the early rains have covered it with pools of 
water.  

They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods 
will reveal himself in Zion.  

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your 
anointed.  

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own 
room, and to stand at the threshold of the house of my 
God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.  

For the Lord God is both sun and shield; he will give grace and 
glory;  

No good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with 
integrity.  

O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!  
 PSALM 84 
SECOND READING – 2ND READER 
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help 
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he  
is able to help those who are being tested.  HEBREWS 2:14-18 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                               (STAND) 
Gospeller: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (CP: 708) 
All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Gospeller: Today the Lord is presented in the Temple in substance 

of our mortal nature. 
All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Gospeller: The Lord be with you.       (TONE - BAS P.920 OR CP: 718) 
All: And also with you.  
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
When the time came for their purification according to the law 
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." Now there 
was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 



of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel." And the child's father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too." There 
was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favour of God was upon him. LUKE 2:22-40 
Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ. 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
SERMON  (SIT) 
THE NICENE CREED – BAS p.188 (STAND) 
Celebrant: We believe in one God,  
All: the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (KNEEL OR SIT) 
The response will be announced.  
THE PEACE (STAND) 

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
 
Eucharistic Prayer III - BAS p.198 (REMAIN STANDING) 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous; 
accept the gifts we bring before you and grant that Christ may 
shine in us to the praise and glory of your name. Amen  
 
SURSUM CORDA (MUSIC – BAS P.921) 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
THE PREFACE  
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS (MERBECKE: CP 683 / HB C177)  
All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Glory be to you, O Lord most high.  
 Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord:  
 Hosanna in the highest.  

THE EUCHARISTIC CANON (KNEEL OR STAND) 
Response to: “Therefore, Father, according to his command” is: we 
remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming 
in glory; & at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. Our Father in 

heaven, 
All:  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever. Amen 

FRACTION SENTENCE 
Silence is kept. 
Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of 

the world.  
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light 

and life. 
AGNUS DEI (MERBECKE: CP 685/HB C177) 
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: Have 

mercy upon us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: Have mercy upon us. Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: Grant us your peace. 

COMMUNION SENTENCE (KNEEL OR SIT) 
Celebrant: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  
All:  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 

word, and I shall be healed. 
COMMUNION 
COMMUNION HYMN   
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (KNEEL OR SIT) 
Silence is kept. 
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we 
who with the wise men have been drawn by your light discern the 
glory of your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
BLESSING AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
SOLEMN BLESSING FOR CANDLEMAS (KNEEL)  
RECESSIONAL HYMN 

DISMISSAL (REMAIN STANDING) 


