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A NEW LIBRARY FOR THE DIOCESE

Church hall provides new home for imperilled theology books
By Ruth Sheeran
Rural Dean of St Francis
Two thousand antiquarian books in search of a
home—the challenge that faced Father Edward Simonton and myself when the Bishop’s University Library
had to dispose of a large number of theological books.
These volumes had found their way into the university’s
care over the course of a century and a half as a result
of the changing fortunes of the Anglican Diocese of
Quebec. The collection included many rare and valuable
items, so an ambitious project was conceived to preserve
these volumes and make them available in the hall at the
Church of St. George in Lennoxville.
A very successful fundraising campaign was undertaken which canvassed the priests trained at Bishop’s as
well as other interested people. With the collected funds,
glass-fronted bookcases were purchased to house the
to create the appropriate atmosphere, portraits (reproductions) of the Right Reverend George Jehoshaphat
Mountain, the Reverend Lucius Doolittle, and the Reverend Canon Dr. Scarth were hung in the hall. Oak tables and chairs the Bishop’s Library no longer used were
procured and, with the addition of carpets and lamps,
the hall has been transformed into an appealing space
reminiscent of a traditional library. This has been done
without compromising any of the usual activities of the
them easy to move, and no space has been lost with the
addition of the bookcases. Rummage sale? Christmas
Bazaar? Guild tea? No problem!
During the COVID-19 summer, we were able to take
advantage of a lull in the activities in the hall to complete our task. Fortunately, the Bishop’s Library staff
had compiled a database which contained all of the necessary bibliographic information for the 2,400 books.
Shelving took several weeks, but with the enthusiastic
assistance of the deanery administrative assistant and
the sexton our task was successfully completed.
As we determined the previous owners, it quickly became evident that we were, in fact, assembling a bibliographic record of the intellectual life of our diocese.
Quite apart from the inherent value of the texts, fascinating information was emerging thanks to the name
plates, signed dedications, and donation plaques—information about the history and scholarly life of the Anglican clergy and parishioners over the past 150 years.
Many were owned by individuals, but the majority of
the books came from two sources: the Lloyd Library at
Bishop’s University and the Quebec Clerical Library. The
Lloyd Library was a reading room in Divinity House (aka
the Shed) created for the use of the divinity students.
The library initially contained 3,000 volumes acquired by
Archbishop Phillip Carrington, while he was the dean of
the divinity faculty, from the late Rev. Canon Lloyd of

The parish hall of St. George’s in Lennoxville now doubles as a theological library. (Photo: Edward Simonton)
St Michael’s Church, Wigan, as a gift from his brother.
Many of the books contain the signatures of the brothers, either Hugh or Charles Lloyd.
scription Archbishop Tenison’s Bequest. Thomas Tenison was the Archbishop of Canterbury from 1694 until
his death in 1715. Tenison was an ardent supporter of
education and set up many schools and a public lending
library. He was an associate of Thomas Bray, who, in
1698, formed the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge (SPCK), which went on to support the
work of the Anglican Church around the world, including the Quebec diocese. Many of the titles were donated
by the SPCK, which also provided much needed funds
mation about the bequest and the involvement of the
SPCK in the diocese is underway.

“As we determined the previous
owners, it quickly became evident
that we were, in fact, assembling
a bibliographic record of the
intellectual life of our diocese.”
The Quebec Clerical Library was originally housed
in the church hall of the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
in Quebec City. The associates of Dr. Bray contributed many of the items; in fact, the rules of Dr. Bray’s
lending libraries were adopted for the management of
the Quebec Clerical Library. In addition, over 1,000 volumes were donated by the Rev. Canon Thomas Richardson and many of these, now at St George’s, bear his
signature.
The books yielded information about many other
interesting sources. The majority of the older volumes

formed part of the Aylwin Library. This library was established in Quebec City from
the donation of the private collection of Quebec lawyer, politician, and judge, Thomas Cushing Aylwin, an
original member of the Literary and Historical Society
of Quebec and grandson of Thomas Aylwin, one of
the early British settlers in the city. The oldest title in our
collection was published in 1603 and belonged to this
library.
Forty books, some from the 17th century, belonged to
op’s University, and members of his family. A children’s
Bible bears the charming inscription: “For Jasper with
Grandpapa’s love 29 November 1891.” Many questions
surround the other people whose books are now at St
George’s. Why did Robert Bevan (1784-1854), Earl of
Rougham Near Bury, Saint Edmund’s, donate books to
the university? Who established the clerical library in La
Tuque? Was William Sanders from La Chute a linguist
as most of his books are classical language dictionaries?
Who were Jack and Rose Cheam? And who was the mysterious Miss D. Racey who donated books in the 1940s?
In the 21st century, when information is cheap, it is
members of our diocese treasured books and engaged
in intellectual pursuits. Lending libraries containing carefully selected titles were established across the diocese
for the use of the clergy, and they were supported by
individuals and institutions that understood the value
of reading and learning. Large private collections were
so much is instantly available in digital form and inforten considered unfashionable. But we recognise it is an
honour and a privilege to preserve this collection—an
placed on the printed word.

