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WELCOME & 
OPENING WORDS



WELCOME TO ALL

▸ Welcome to all! / Bienvenue à toutes et à tous! 

▸ A note on recording 

▸ I will upload this slideshow and audio file to the website 

▸ We will not be listening to the musical settings of the 
hymns together (provided in the “homework”) 

▸ We will focus on the hymn itself: the words of poetry
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NOTES AS WE BEGIN

▸ Time set aside for questions and comments (unless you 
are speaking, please keep your mics muted) 

▸ To ask a question, type that you have one (or the 
question) in the chat window 

▸ We will look at three hymns, and then discuss them all at 
once 

▸ For Anglican hymnals, see the new Anglican Church of 
Canada eStore, anglican.ca/store
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MISSIONAL 
HYMNS



WHAT IS A MISSIONAL HYMN?

▸ A missional hymn articulates, encourages, and strengthens Christian 
evangelism in the world 

▸ Hymns speak of mission but also challenge mission 

▸ “Call and Vocation,” “Peace and Justice,” and “Mission” sections of 
hymnal 

▸ Hymns about mission and for mission 

▸ John Chrysostom organized hymn sings to counter Arianism in 
Constantinople 

▸ Reminder that liturgical worship is only a part of Christian faith
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“I BIND UNTO 
MYSELF TODAY”



“I BIND UNTO MYSELF TODAY”: BACKGROUND

▸ Based on “St Patrick’s Breastplate,” a prayer 
of protection attributed to that Irish saint of 
the 5th Century 

▸ St Patrick predates St Augustine of 
Canterbury 

▸ Translated and versified (within a week of 
being invited to do so) by Cecil Frances 
Alexander in 1889 

▸ She also wrote the famous hymns “All 
things bright and beautiful,” “Once in 
royal David’s city,” and “There is a green 
hill far away”
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“I BIND UNTO MYSELF TODAY”: PARAPHRASE
1. Today, I fasten to myself (like armour) the powerful name of the Trinity—and in that very name I pray, the 

Three-In-One and One-In-Three. 

2. I fasten to myself forevermore—by the power of faith Christ’s becoming flesh, his baptism in the Jordan 
River, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and second coming at Judgement Day. Today, I fasten these to 
myself. 

3. Today, I fasten to myself the celestial patterns of the stars, the life-giving light of the sun, the white light 
of the evening moon, the flashes of lightening, the shocks of stormy winds, the solid ground, and the 
salty sea surrounding imperishable rocks. 

4. Today, I fasten to myself God’s… power to lead me, watchful eye, strength by my side, listening to my 
needs, wisdom to teach me, hand to guide me, shield to keep enemies at bay, word to let me speak, and 
angels to protect me. 

5. May Christ be with me, within me, behind me, before me, beside me. May he win me, comfort, and make 
me new again. May Christ be beneath me, above me, in quiet, in danger. May he be in the hearts of  
those who love me, and in the mouths of friends and strangers. 

6. Today, I fasten to myself the powerful name of the Trinity—and in that very name I pray, the Three-In-One 
and One-In-Three—who has made the universe of himself: the eternal Father, Spirit, and Word. Praise God 
who saves me: salvation is Christ’s work alone.
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“I BIND UNTO MYSELF TODAY”: INTERPRETATION

▸ Often not thought of as a missional hymn, but rather an articulation of the 
Trinity 

▸ However, often used in ordination services as an indicator of the 
promises being made 

▸ The hymn equips the Christian with their armour: faith (the Incarnation of 
Christ), wisdom (the courses of nature), hope (God’s power to guide), and 
courage (Christ on all sides) 

▸ Jesus said to his disciples, “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the 
midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” Matt 10:16 

▸ In order to evangelize, we must be equipped with Christ
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“TAKE MY LIFE, 
AND LET IT BE”



“TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE”: BACKGROUND

▸ Written by English poet Frances Ridley Havergal in 
1874 

▸ Learned several modern languages, including 
Hebrew and Greek 

▸ “Simply and sweetly she sang the love of God, 
and His way of salvation. To this end, and for this 
object, her whole life and all her powers were 
consecrated. She lives and speaks in every line of 
her poetry. Her poems are permeated with the 
fragrance of her passionate love of Jesus. Her 
religious views and theological bias are distinctly 
set forth in her poems, and may be described as 
mildly Calvinistic, without the severe dogmatic 
tenet of reprobation.” (The Rev’d James 
Davidson)
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“TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE”: PARAPHRASE

1. I give you my whole life, and may it be dedicated entirely to you. I give you 
every moment in my life, and let each moment praise you. 

2. I give you my hands, and may they be moved by your love. I give you my 
feet, so that they may do your works. 

3. I give you my lips, and may they be filled with your message. I give you my 
intelligence, and may you use it as you wish. 

4. I give you my will, so that it isn’t mine but entirely conforms to yours. I give 
you my heart, which is yours anyhow, and may it be a royal throne for you. 

5. I give you my love, and offer it entirely as a sacrifice to you. I give you my 
whole self, and I will be dedicated entirely to you.
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“TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE”: INTERPRETATION

▸ A testament to a whole life given to God, moving through every vessel that God can 
use 

▸ The first verse is a summary, focusing on life itself 

▸ The subsequent verses move from physical to intellectual to spiritual vessels: hands, 
feet, lips, mind, will, heart, love, self 

▸ This hymn challenges the Christian to consecrate all things to God, and not simply to 
set aside time on a Sunday 

▸ We can see thus far that hymns of all sorts take on this theme, especially in their final 
verses (e.g. “When I survey,” “In the bleak midwinter”) 

▸ To quote George Herbert’s poem “King of glory, king of peace”: "Sev'n whole days, 
not one in sev’n, I will praise Thee; in my heart, though not in heav’n, I can raise 
Thee.”
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“LORD, YOU GIVE 
THE GREAT 
COMMISSION”



“LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION”: BACKGROUND

▸ Written by Jeffery Rowthorn, an 
Episcopal Church bishop, in 1978 

▸ This is a contemporary hymn, 
speaking to the call of the Church 
in our own time
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“LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION”: PARAPHRASE

1. Jesus, you gave us the great sending forth, saying, “Heal the sick and preach the good news.” So 
that the Church doesn’t forget its purpose and the good news not be heard, help us be witnesses 
of your will with newfound integrity. With the Spirit’s gifts, give us power for our shared ministry. 

2. Jesus, you ask us to serve you, saying, “Baptize and teach in my Name.” So that the world may 
have confidence in your promise of abundant life, give us revived passion and bring our 
community closer together. 

3. Jesus, you make what is normal into something sacred, saying, “This is my Body; this is my Blood.” 
Let your servants, for the sake of earth’s greatness, show the sacredness of every day life, asking 
that the whole world share in the Church’s freedom. 

4. Jesus, you show us the purpose of love, saying, “Father, forgive what they do.” However, we pile 
up for ourselves what you give us for free. May your kindness and forgiveness bring us to a fair 
society. 

5. Jesus, you give us assuring words, saying, “I am with you until the end.” May we do what you 
intend as faith, hope, and love renew us. And, even in the midst of our earthly challenges, may we 
keep eternity in mind.
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“LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION”: INTERPRETATION

▸ This hymn has a very tight (in a good sense) poetic structure, with all the verses 
running in a parallel scheme: all address Christ as Lord, quote his words, ask that 
God’s will be done, use words that end in “-ity/-ety”, and end in a refrain 

▸ This challenging hymn articulates some of Christ’s most missional commands, using 
Christ’s own words: heal, preach, baptize, teach, and forgive 

▸ A constant theme echoes of daily things on earth being consecrated to the divine 
(“you make the common holy,” “daily lift life heavenward,” “we hoard as private 
treasure all that you so freely give” (inversely), “amid the cares that claim us, hold in 
mind eternity”) 

▸ Despite its reference to priesthood, this hymn is for everyone, as all Christians are 
called to ministry 

▸ Priests are to the Church as the Church is to the world
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INTRODUCTION TO 
PART VI



PART VI: ESCHATOLOGICAL HYMNS

▸ Links to next week’s particular hymns can be found at 
deaneryofstfrancis.com/hymns 

▸ I will upload this week’s slideshow and audio to the 
website 

▸ If you have any questions or comments, please send me an 
e-mail at ggagliano@quebec.anglican.ca
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QUESTIONS & 
REFLECTION


