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WELCOME &
OPENING WORDS
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WELCOME TO ALL
▸ Welcome to all! / Bienvenue à toutes et à tous!
▸ Any new joiners? Where is everyone from?
▸ A note on recording
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NOTES AS WE BEGIN
▸ I will upload this slideshow and audio file to the website
▸ Last week was an introduction to hymnody; this week
begins a series of sessions on types of hymns
▸ We will not be listening to the musical settings of the
hymns together (provided in the “homework”)
▸ We will focus on the hymn itself: the words of poetry
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NOTES AS WE BEGIN
▸ Time set aside for questions and comments (unless you
are speaking, please keep your mics muted)
▸ To ask a question, type that you have one (or the
question) in the chat window
▸ We will look at three hymns, and then discuss them all at
once

DEVOTIONAL
HYMNS
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WHAT IS A DEVOTIONAL HYMN?
▸ Right off the bat, I give you a made-up category
▸ Hymnals (books of hymns) often have somewhat generic categories
▸ “Praise” in Common Praise 1998
▸ “General Hymns” in Book of Common Praise 1938
▸ “God: Adoration and Praise” and “Jesus Christ: Praise and Glory” in The
Mennonite Hymnal 1969
▸ In a devotional hymn, the personal experience of the hymn-writer becomes the
experience of the collective
▸ Similar to “devotional literature,” which is written out of the experience of an
author and read by Christians for spiritual edification
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WHAT IS A DEVOTIONAL HYMN?
▸ In these hymns, the hymn-writer consecrates their actions,
emotions, and thoughts to God and God’s Kingdom
▸ These hymns are similar to the psalms and their personal
reflections
▸ I’ve often heard criticism of first-person language in
hymnody, but it is quite common in our most beloved hymns
▸ Something magical takes place when the personal becomes
the collective

“AMAZING GRACE”
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“AMAZING GRACE”: BACKGROUND
▸ Written by Anglican priest, John
Newton, in 1772
▸ Newton was raised a Christian, but lived
a brute life in the British Navy; he
deserted it, was captured, and whipped
▸ On March 9, 1748, a storm rocked the
ship he was on; he called on God, the
crew was saved, and Newton converted
▸ Newton worked in the Atlantic slave
trade, but later became an abolitionist
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“AMAZING GRACE”: BACKGROUND
▸ “Amazing Grace” was written to
illustrate a sermon preached on New
Year’s Day of 1773
▸ Newton also wrote “Glorious things of
thee are spoken” and “How sweet the
name of Jesus sounds”, among other
hymns
▸ Note: the tune NEW BRITAIN has
unknown origins, but was first penned
using the shape note (Sacred Harp)
tradition
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“AMAZING GRACE”: PARAPHRASE
1. God’s incredible generosity sounds so good to my ears! It was even good
enough for a disgusting person like me. I had lost my course, but God put me
back on track. I couldn’t see before, but now things are clear.
2. That generosity helped my conscience, but also made me more brave. When I
first had faith in God, that generosity struck me intensely.
3. The Lord promises good things for me, and I trust him. For the rest of my life,
he will be my protection.
4. I’ve been through a lot of awful things in my life. But it’s that generosity that’s
been my guiding star, and will lead me to the end.
5. God’s presence is unfathomable. After all, ten thousand years in eternity gets
us no closer to the end than the very first day.
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“AMAZING GRACE”: INTERPRETATION
▸ Originally based on King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 17:16-17:
“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought
me thus far? And even this was a small thing in your sight, O God…”
▸ Written by a Calvinist, the hymn points to the need for God’s
intervention
▸ Has become a secular hymn alongside Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah”
▸ Surprising, given the jarring lyrics
▸ Less surprising, since it makes no explicit mention of Christ
▸ We should pay close attention to this hymn when it is sung

“WHEN I SURVEY
THE WONDROUS
CROSS”
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“WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS”: BACKGROUND
▸ Published by the pastor Isaac Watts in 1707,
but written many years before
▸ At the urging of his brother, Watts reluctantly
published the hymns he wrote in his 20s
▸ Watts also wrote “Joy to the world,” “O God,
our help in ages past,” “Jesus shall reign
where’er the sun”, among others
▸ Charles Wesley, one of the most prolific
hymn-writers of the 18th Century, said he
would rather have written this one hymn than
all his own
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“WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS”: PARAPHRASE
1. When I reflect on the implement of Jesus’ execution, it makes all my
wealth seem like nothing, and it swallows up my ego.
2. I hope I’m not proud of anything in life—unless it is pride in that execution.
I give up to Christ all the things in life that bring me superficial happiness.
3. When Jesus bled on the cross, it wasn’t just blood that dripped in his
pain, but love as well. Had love and pain ever been so intertwined before,
like a glorious crown made of prickly thorns?
4. Even if I owned everything in the universe and sacrificed it to God, that
would not be enough to show my gratitude! The only thing I can do to
give thanks for this incredible love is to give my whole life back to God.
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“WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS”: INTERPRETATION
▸ Largely based on Galatians 6:14: “May I never boast of anything except the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”
▸ “When I survey” recognizes the Crucifixion as a transformative paradox, which turns
earthly values on their head: Prince of Glory/death, love/sorrow, crown/thorns turns
riches to poverty, pride to contrition (“contempt”)
▸ The poetry of this hymn is startling, as it says so much in so few words (e.g. “sorrow
and love flow mingled down”)
▸ The author moves gradually from the disturbing image of the Cross (v. 1), through his
internal reaction to it (v. 2), to a recognition of the love it contains (v. 3), and the
response of one’s own sacrifice to God (v. 4)
▸ This hymn is, notably, appropriate for Good Friday, especially as we participate in the
Meditation on the Cross of Jesus (BAS p. 313)

“ALL CREATURES
OF OUR GOD AND
KING”
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“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”: BACKGROUND
▸ An interpretation of “Canticle of the Sun” (1225)
by St Francis of Assisi, one of the first, if not the
first piece of literature, written in Italian
▸ St Francis was the radical deacon, mystic, and
founder of the Order of Friars Minor and Order
of St Clare, who had particular concern for the
poor, the outcast, and nature
▸ Versified by William Henry Draper in 1919
▸ (Not to be confused with “Ye watchers and ye
holy ones”, which uses the same tune.)
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“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”: BACKGROUND
▸ The Canticle of the Sun is profound for its
take on death
▸ “Praised be You, my Lord,
through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no living person can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom Death will
find in Your most holy will,
for the second death shall do them no harm.
Praise and bless my Lord,
and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.”
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“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”: PARAPHRASE
Let everything that God has made sing aloud: the sun, the
moon, wind, clouds, the morning, stars, water, fire, earth,
flowers, fruit, people with mercy, people in pain, and even
death itself—which is now goodnatured and can lead us back
to God because of Christ’s sacrifice. Let everything give
honour to the One who made them, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit!
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“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”: INTERPRETATION
▸ Similar to Psalm 148, the hymn
speaks of all creation praising God
by listing and personifying nature
▸ Boldly, the hymn proposes that even
death—our primordial enemy—is
saved by God’s grace and is a vessel
of that grace
▸ This is the perfect hymn for any
blessing of animals service, in
honour of St Francis of Assisi
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“ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”: INTERPRETATION

INTRODUCTION TO
PART III
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PART III: SEASONAL HYMNS
▸ Links to next week’s particular hymns can be found at
deaneryofstfrancis.com/hymns
▸ I will upload this week’s slideshow and audio to the
website
▸ If you have any questions or comments, please send me an
e-mail at ggagliano@quebec.anglican.ca

QUESTIONS &
REFLECTION

