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WELCOME TO ALL

▸ Welcome to all! / Bienvenue à toutes et à tous! 

▸ A personal introduction 

▸ A note on recording 

▸ Where is everybody from?
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THE PURPOSE OF THESE SEMINARS

▸ Insight: recognize the depth and subtleties of various 
hymns in our tradition 

▸ Appreciation: orient ourselves to deeper attention as we 
sing 

▸ Renewal: seeing well beloved hymns with new eyes, and 
seeing hymns as part of a living tradition

HYMNODY, PART I



HOW WE WILL PROCEED

▸ Kinds of hymns: overlapping categories 

▸ Homework 

▸ Listen a few times to each hymn 

▸ All hymns from Common Praise 1998 (Anglican Church 
of Canada)
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HOW WE WILL PROCEED

▸ Explore hymnal(s) (books with hymns) physically and online, but not 
necessary 

▸ I will upload this slideshow to the website 

▸ Time for questions and comments at the end (unless you are speaking, 
please keep your mics muted) 

▸ To ask a question, type that you have one (or the question) in the 
chat window 

▸ Today’s seminar is more information-packed 

▸ Something other than COVID-19, but hopefully helpful to our souls
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HYMNODY BASICS



WHAT IS A HYMN?

▸ Some definitions 

▸ Hymn: a song or poem of praise to God, a god, a hero, or 
a personification thereof 

▸ Hymnody: the singing, composition, or study of hymns 

▸ Hymnal: a book of collected hymns
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WHAT IS A HYMN?

▸ Just as prayer, scripture, and ritual, hymns are much older than Christianity, and 
are found in all times and places 

▸ Ancient hymns survive to this day, and, being songs, often outlast other forms of 
literature 

▸ The Rigveda is a collection of ancient Sanskrit hymns with over 10, 000 stanzas 

▸ One of the oldest texts in any Indo-European language, orally transmitted for 
over 3,000 years
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WHAT IS A HYMN?

▸ Great Hymn to the Aten was written during a period 
of monotheism in ancient Egypt, when the Aten sun-
disc was worshipped
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▸ Thy dawning is beautiful in the horizon of heaven, 
O living Aton, Beginning of life! 
When Thou risest in the eastern horizon of heaven, 
Thou fillest every land with Thy beauty; 
For Thou art beautiful, great, glittering, high over the earth; 
Thy rays, they encompass the lands, even all Thou hast 
made. 
Thou art Ra, and Thou hast carried them all away captive; 
Thou bindest them by Thy love. 
Though Thou art from afar, Thy rays are on earth; 
Though Thou art on high, Thy footprints are the day.



WHAT IS A HYMN?

▸ You could also say that hymns are 
beyond religious contexts 

▸ National anthems are hymns of praise 
to a state or nation (and are sometimes 
called “national hymns”) 

▸ Football (soccer) chants often borrow 
Christian hymn tunes 

▸ Company songs (such as “Hail to the 
IBM” (1939)) have been used to 
promote loyalty among workers
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HISTORY OF HYMNS IN CHRISTIANITY

▸ Hymns are embedded in the Bible 

▸ The Psalms are ancient Hebrew hymns, likely 
from various sources 

▸ Song of Miriam (Exodus 15): one of the oldest 
portions of the Bible 

▸ Magnificat / Song of Mary (Luke 1): seems to 
be based on the Old Testament Song of Hannah 

▸ Philippians 2: St Pauls seems to be quoting a 
well-known hymn to his readers 

▸ Biblical hymns come from mouths of prophets, 
kings, angels, common people
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HISTORY OF HYMNS IN CHRISTIANITY

▸ Hymns, both scriptural and non-
scriptural, are embedded in our 
liturgy 

▸ As Christian worship developed, 
pieces of scripture were woven 
together and ritually sung 

▸ Some examples are the Gloria 
(used in the Holy Eucharist), Te 
Deum (Morning Prayer), Phos 
Hilaron (Evening Prayer)
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HISTORY OF HYMNS IN CHRISTIANITY

▸ Hymns have been used not only 
as tools for worship but also 
education 

▸ St John Chrysostom (4th C) 
countered heretical singing in 
the streets by organizing 
orthodox hymn-sings 

▸ St Ephrem (4th C) wrote hymns 
to elucidate the scripture and 
Christian mysteries, and to 
counter heresies of his time
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HISTORY OF HYMNS IN CHRISTIANITY

▸ At various points in Christian history, the notion of non-
biblical hymns was controversial (e.g. 5th Century, 16th 
Century Calvinism) 

▸ Modern western hymnody (what we think of as “hymns”) 
stems from the 17th Century and was firmly rooted in 
Anglican churches by the mid-19th Century (and a bit later 
for Roman Catholics)
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INGREDIENTS OF A HYMN

▸ What we know as “hymns” today is specific, and based on 
three ingredients: metre, tune, and rhyme 

▸ Metre: the rhythm of a hymn, based on the number of 
syllables in a line 

▸ Rhyme: hymns often end lines of verse with words that 
sound alike 

▸ Tune: the music that is set to a metre 

▸ Tunes are listed in hymnals in CAPITAL LETTERS
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INGREDIENTS OF A HYMN

▸ This combination of 
metre, rhyme, and tune 
come together to make a 
modern hymn
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▸ Metre: 86 86 (also called 
CM, Common Metre)

▸ Tune: WINCHESTER OLD

▸ Rhyme: A B C B



INGREDIENTS OF A HYMN

▸ If you know the metre of a 
hymn, you can set it to 
different tunes using the 
Metrical Index at the back 
of most hymnals 

▸ “While shepherds 
watched” can be set to the 
tune NEW BRITAIN (used 
often for “Amazing grace”)
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SYMBOLISM OF HYMNODY

▸ As a handshake symbolizes agreement, a hug love, and a 
middle finger hatred, what does our standing to sing a 
hymn symbolize? 

▸ Collectivity: we sing hymns together, which bring us 
beyond ourselves 

▸ Proclamation: they exemplify the Word made flesh 

▸ Divine Order: we mimic the rhythm and rhyme of God’s 
creation
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INTRODUCTION TO 
PART II



PART II: DEVOTIONAL HYMNS

▸ Links to next week’s particular hymns can be found at 
deaneryofstfrancis.com/hymns 

▸ I will upload this slideshow to the website 

▸ If you have any questions or comments, please send me an 
e-mail at ggagliano@quebec.anglican.ca
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QUESTIONS & 
REFLECTION


