
First Sunday of Christmas 
Sung Eucharist                         Book of Alternative Services (p. 185) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 
INVOCATION 
INTROIT SENTENCE 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly. COLOSSIANS 3:15, 16 
THE GRACE  (STAND) 
THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
SILENCE 
KYRIE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (KNEEL OR SIT) 
Please say or sing the KYRIE ELEISON after each of the three petitions.  
 Kyrie Eleison. Christe Eleison. Kyrie Eleison. (MERBECKE: CP   
 or   678/HB C177) 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
GLORIA                                                                                            (STAND) 
      Glory be to God on high, (MERBECKE: CP 679) 

and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise you,  
we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give 
thanks to you for your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly 
king, God the Father almighty.  

 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God,  
 Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takes away the sin  
 of the world, have mercy upon us. You that takes away  
 the sin of the world, receive our prayer. You that sits at  
 the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  
 For you only are holy; you only are the Lord; you only,  
 O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory  
 of God the Father. Amen 
 
THE COLLECT    (STAND) 
SILENCE  
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and 
yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may share 

the life of his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD                                                              (SIT) 
After each reading, except the psalm, the reader says ‘The Word of the 
Lord’ and all respond: Thanks be to God.  
 
FIRST READING – 1ST READER 
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy 
acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
and the great favour to the house of Israel that he has shown 
them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love. For he said, "Surely they are my people, 
children who will not deal falsely"; and he became their 
saviour in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but 
his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the 
days of old. ISAIAH 63:7-9 
 
PSALM – 1ST READER 
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the 

heights. 
Praise him, all you angels of his; praise him, all his host. 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars. 
Praise him, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the 

heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord; for he commanded, and 

they were created.  
He made them stand fast for ever and ever; he gave them a 

law which shall not pass away. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea-monsters and all 

deeps; 
Fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
Wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and winged birds; 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the 

world; 
Young men and maidens, old and young together. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name only is 

exalted, his splendour is over earth and heaven. 
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his 

loyal servants, the children of Israel, a people who are 
near him. Hallelujah! PSALM 148 

SECOND READING – 2ND READER 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things 
exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the 
one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
brothers and sisters, saying, "I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you." And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, 
"Here am I and the children whom God has given me." Since, 
therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help 
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he 
is able to help those who are being tested. HEBREWS 2:10-18 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                               (STAND) 
Gospeller: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (CP: 708) 
 All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Gospeller: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory. CF. JOHN 1:14 
 All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Gospeller: The Lord be with you.      (TONE - BAS P.920 OR CP: 718) 
 All: And also with you.  
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
 All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." When Herod 
saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 



Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice 
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because 
they are no more." When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." 
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to 
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling 
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazarean." MATTHEW 2:13-23 
Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ. 
 All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
SERMON  (SIT) 
 
THE NICENE CREED - BAS p.188 (STAND) 
Celebrant: We believe in one God,  
All: the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (KNEEL OR SIT) 
The response will be announced.  
 
THE PEACE (STAND) 

 
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
 
Eucharistic Prayer III - BAS p.198 (REMAIN STANDING) 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Word made flesh, life of the world, in your incarnation you 
embraced our poverty: by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 
Amen  
 
SURSUM CORDA (MUSIC - BAS P.921) 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
THE PREFACE 
 
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS (MERBECKE: CP 683/ HB C177)  
All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Glory be to you, O Lord most high.  
 Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord:  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 
THE EUCHARISTIC CANON (KNEEL OR STAND) 
Response to: ‘Therefore, Father, according to his command’ is: we 
remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming 
in glory; & at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. Our Father in  
 heaven, 
All:  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be  
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen 
 
FRACTION SENTENCE 
SILENCE 
Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of 
the world.  
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light 
and life. 
 
AGNUS DEI (MERBECKE: CP 685/ HB C177) 
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  
 Have mercy upon us. Lamb of God, you take away  
 the sin of the world: Have mercy upon us. Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sin of the world: Grant us your peace. 
  
COMMUNION SENTENCE (KNEEL OR SIT) 
Celebrant: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, 
and I shall be healed. 
 
COMMUNION 
COMMUNION HYMN   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (KNEEL OR SIT) 
SILENCE  
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of 
an earthly home: help your Church to live as one family, united in 
love and obedience, and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
SOLEMN CHRISTMAS BLESSING (KNEEL)  
RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 
DISMISSAL (REMAIN STANDING) 


