The Birth of Saint John the Baptist
Sung Eucharist

Book of Alternative Services (p. 185)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LITURGY OF THE WORD
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
INVOCATION
INTROIT SENTENCE
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you
will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
LUKE 1:76
THE GRACE
(STAND)
THE CALL TO CONFESSION
SILENCE
KYRIE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(KNEEL OR SIT)
Please say or sing the KYRIE ELEISON after each of the three petitions.

Kyrie Eleison. Christe Eleison. Kyrie Eleison.

(MERBECKE: CP
or
678/HB C177)
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
GLORIA
(STAND)
Glory be to God on high,
(MERBECKE: CP 679)
and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise you,
we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give
thanks to you for your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly
king, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takes away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us. You that takes away the sin
of the world, receive our prayer. You that sits at the right
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord; you only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory of
God the Father. Amen
THE COLLECT
(STAND)
SILENCE
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist
was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our
Saviour by the preaching of repentance: lead us to repent
according to his preaching and, after his example, constantly to
speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice, and patiently to suffer for

the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

(SIT)

After each reading, except the psalm, the reader says ‘The Word of the
Lord’ and all respond: Thanks be to God.

FIRST READING – 1ST READER

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for
all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see
it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." A voice says, "Cry
out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower
fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people
are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our
God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald
of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here
is your God!" See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules
for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He
will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother
sheep.
ISAIAH 40:1-11

PSALM – 1ST READER
Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for he is speaking
peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their
hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his
glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall
look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield
its increase.

Righteousness shall go before him, and peace shall be a
pathway for his feet.
PSALM 85:7-13
SECOND READING – 2ND READER

And on the sabbath day Paul and his companions went into the
synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the law and the
prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a message, saying,
“Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, give
it.” So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: “You
Israelites, and others who fear God, listen. The God of this people
Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great during their
stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of
it. For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. After
he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them
their land as an inheritance for about four hundred and fifty years.
After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet
Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of
Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty
years. When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his
testimony about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be
a man after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes.’ Of this man’s
posterity God has brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he
promised; before his coming John had already proclaimed a baptism
of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his
work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but
one is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the
sandals on his feet.’ My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s
family, and others who fear God, to us the message of this salvation
has been sent.”
ACTS 13:14b-26

GOSPEL
(STAND)
Gospeller: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
(CP: 708)
All: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Gospeller: You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most
High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
LUKE 1:76

All: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Gospeller: The Lord be with you. (TONE - BAS P.920 OR CP: 718)
All: And also with you.
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day

they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called
John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then
they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted
to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is
John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising
God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who
heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child
become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. Then his
father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this
prophecy: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked
favourably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a
mighty saviour for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke
through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would
be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has
remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our
ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands
of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called
the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the
forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn
from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way
of peace.” The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in
the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. LUKE 1:57-80

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
SERMON
(SIT)
THE NICENE CREED - BAS p.188
(STAND)
Celebrant: We believe in one God,
All: the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With
the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(KNEEL OR SIT)
The response will be announced.

THE PEACE

(STAND)

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
OFFERTORY HYMN
Eucharistic Prayer III - BAS p.198
(REMAIN STANDING)
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
God of our salvation, as we praise you for your servant John the
Baptist, accept all we bring you this day, and free us to worship
you without fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days of
our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
SURSUM CORDA
(MUSIC - BAS P.921)
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PREFACE
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS
(MERBECKE: CP 683/ HB C177)
All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Glory be to you, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord:
Hosanna in the highest.

THE EUCHARISTIC CANON

(KNEEL OR STAND)

Response to: ‘Therefore, Father, according to his command’ is: we
remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his
coming in glory; & at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. Our Father in
heaven,
All: hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for
ever. Amen
FRACTION SENTENCE
SILENCE
Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All: We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one
bread.
AGNUS DEI
(MERBECKE: CP 685/ HB C177)
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
Have mercy upon us. Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world: Have mercy upon us. Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: Grant us your peace.
COMMUNION SENTENCE
(KNEEL OR SIT)
Celebrant: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word,
and I shall be healed.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
(KNEEL OR SIT)
SILENCE
Merciful Lord, whose prophet John the Baptist proclaimed your
Son as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world:
grant that we who in this sacrament have known your
forgiveness and your life-giving love may ever tell of your mercy
and your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
BLESSING
(KNEEL)
RECESSIONAL HYMN
DISMISSAL
(REMAIN STANDING)

