A Deanery Communications Committee, which meets monthly, has been formed comprising myself, the Rural
Dean and Beverly Dame of North Hatley. This Committee is responsible for the production and printing of the
new Quarterly Deanery Newsletter and to liaises with local media to promote church activities and draw
attention to Deanery ministry and mission initiatives. The Committee will coordinate the advertising of ongoing
parish services as well as the Deanery Christmas, Lenten, Easter and Harvest services. Notice of special events
should be sent to Beverly Dame at: beverlydame@gmail.com.
A new Deanery Lay Readers Guild has been formed to meet twice a year for training, support, and fellowship.
The Bishop has supported my wish to create a realistic structure that will allow for accountability and on-going
training. The first recommendation is the creation of a Lay Reader Emeritus category for those who are no
longer active due to age or infirmity or who wish to retire. While the Emeritus Lay Readers will be exempt from
re-licensing and attendance at Lay Reader’s Days, they are asked to attend the first meeting on May 4th. If any
Lay Reader is unable to attend please telephone me beforehand to give your regrets and to have a quick chat.
You can find my number at the bottom of this letter. One of the primary questions I will wish to ascertain from
each of the forty Deanery Lay Readers is whether they wish to serve only in their own parishes or be trained to
have a fuller Deanery-wide ministry. For those of you who are Lay Readers please give this some prayerful
consideration before our May meeting. The autumn Lay Reader’s Day will be October 5th.
EVENTS
An Archdeaconry Day has been scheduled for September 14th, Holy Cross Day. The goal of the day is to achieve
a more representative gathering of the Deanery leadership than is currently allowed by Deanery Council. Clergy,
wardens, treasurers, heads of parish groups, Lay Readers, synod representatives, and other leaders of your
congregations are all encouraged to attend this important event. We will spend the day examining trends and
developments that impact our ministry and explore ways to respond positively for our long- term future. Our
first meeting will be used to explore the ways the new structures and events of the Deanery can be used to
assist individual communities. The day will also provide time for worship together with an opening Eucharist and
fellowship with morning coffee and lunch.
On the 27th of April the Deanery will host an Ecumenical Day from 10am – 2am at St George’s, Lennoxville. The
purpose of this day is to gather together the leadership of the other churches in the region, concentrating
particularly on the established protestant churches with which we regularly cooperate. We will gather to offer
hospitality to the other church leaders and to explore how we might cooperate throughout the area to lighten
each other’s loads and help us achieve lasting viability. We will have as our guest speaker the National
Ecumenical Officer of the Anglican Church of Canada. He will spend the morning encouraging us with an
exploration of the current ecumenical dialogues in which our church is engaged. We will then share a special
lunch before discussing the ways we can work together.
YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth work has become an important focus for the Deanery. This has been made possible by the generous
financial support of the congregation of St Peter’s, Sherbrooke. There is a Deanery Youth Group that meets in
Lennoxville on the first and third Thursdays of the month for high school-aged youth. Currently we are
continuing to raise money for the youth trip to Scotland in August with Bishop Dennis to visit our Companion
Diocese of Moray, Ross and Caithness. As I have led several youth trips to Scotland in the past I will also be
accompanying the Bishop and the members of the group. There are still three places available so if there are
high school-aged Deanery youth who are interested, please contact me for details. Also, if you discern the need
for a youth group in your part of the Deanery, please contact me to discuss the possibility of forming one.
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There is a Deanery Server’s Guild for youth to provide training, and team building amongst the Deanery Servers.
We will be organising an annual Server’s Day and an annual Server’s outing. This year’s Server’s Day will be held
on Saturday the 21st of September from 10am until 1pm, with lunch provided. We will also prepare the serving
for the September Deanery Service.
A bridge-building group for the students at Galt, Champlain, Bishop’s University, and Sherbrooke University
meets every Wednesday evening at 7pm during term time. By investigating Facebook demographics I discovered
there are almost 700 student-aged youth in the Sherbrooke area that list Doctor Who as one of the favorite
areas of interest. By hosting a Doctor Who Society we are building sociological bridges between the church and
the various educational institutions in the area. Already there has been overlap between the twenty-five
students who come to the group and other events hosted by the church, including services. Even if this
involvement is only due to curiosity, it shows that non-proselytising fun activities with no strings attached can
help establish real links between the church and the unchurched. It is in these personal relationships that
important ministry can be found.
The Deanery continues to support and participate in the Ecumenical Student Supper Programme organised by
the local United, Anglican and Presbyterian congregations. Almost eighty students are fed every Friday evening
during term time. Currently St Mark’s Chapel and St George’s, Lennoxville, are hosting these dinners, but we are
attempting to expand Anglican participation by encouraging other Deanery parishes to become involved. If your
church would like to help out or even host an evening meal please let me know. The students are great fun, and
it is seldom that so much energy and camaraderie is found in an outreach ministry.
RETREAT
The Deanery will be facilitating two retreats each year. The Spring Retreat, facilitated by the Archdeacon, will be
a traditional retreat somewhere further afield; the Autumn Retreat, facilitated by Canon Dillabough, will be
contemporary and held locally.
This year’s Spring Retreat will be held at Holy Cross Monastery in Westpark New York, which I believe is the best
Anglican Guest House in North America. The Mother House of the Order of the Holy Cross is a beautiful old
building that overlooks the Hudson River and the Vanderbilt Mansion on the other side. The chef is a graduate of
the Culinary Institute of America so the food is extraordinarily good although simple as befits a Benedictine
Monastery. The monks sing the offices in haunting Gregorian and Ambrosian Chant. The rooms are excellent;
the house is comfortable and exquisitely decorated. There are numerous riverside walks on the property. You
can see more about Holy Cross Monastery by going to their website at: www.holycrossmonastery.com. The
retreat will be from May 7th – 11th (4 Nights arriving Tuesday & departing Saturday). The cost per person is
$320 for four nights and twelve meals. We will arrange transport closer to the time. There are six places
reserved. Please contact me to arrange a place.
LENTEN SUPPER & BOOK GROUP
There will be a Deanery Lenten Book Group held on the Tuesday evenings of Lent (February 19th, 26th & March
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th) at St George’s, Lennoxville from 5pm to 7pm. There will be an optional half hour Eucharist
at 4:30pm beforehand and an optional twenty-minute sung Compline service at its conclusion. We will share a
meal of homemade soups and fresh bakery bread. This year we will read the book The Holy Longing: Towards a
Christian Spirituality (Doubleday 1999) by Canadian priest Ronald Rolheiser. The book may be ordered on
Amazon.ca. or The Book Depository. The clergy on the Deanery Worship Leaders Team have already committed
to this study as well as a number of committed Lay Readers. The conversation should be both stimulating and
refreshing.
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